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ruling out any single factor as a necessary and sufficient cause for regional integration.
Specifically, economic interdependence provides an objective external demand for regional
integration, and regional hegemony helps to enhance the efficiency of the integration
process. Regional identity and domestic politics shape the trust among member countries
and promote regional integration. Therefore, in order to enhance regional integration and
improve regional governance, the above conditions should be promoted.

[Key Words] regional economic organizations, QCA, comparative regionalism, regional

integration

A Relational Enquiry of the Features of the ASEAN Community

by  Han Zhili
[ Abstract] The establishment of the ASEAN community in 2015 plays an exemplary role
in the building of the East Asia community. However, it is problematic to measure the
achievements of the ASEAN with reference to the EU. There has been a relational turn
in international relations where new explanations for state behaviors have been proposed
based on the core concept of relationality. From a relational perspective, ASEAN and the
EU represent different types of regional community. Based on the integration theory,
the EU is an integrational community, whose primary objective is to realize European
integration, and the institutional form it adopts is supranational, consistent with the
purpose of promoting integration. In contrast, ASEAN is a relational community, where
relationality has been the hallmark of both its evolution and its institutional framework.
Relational governance has been a core consideration in ASEAN’s establishment and
expansion, and in its transformation into a community. As a platform governing relations
among member states, ASEAN’s institutional framework comprises mechanisms for
inter—state consultations and norms. The concept of relational community and ASEAN’s
practices provide a new way for thinking about an East Asian community. Given the
current geopolitical competition in the Asia Pacific, it is especially imperative to promote
the construction of an East Asian Community of Shared Future, which will be an
important platform to realize the relational governance in the region.
[Key Words] relational theory, ASEAN, the EU, an East Asia Community of Shared

Future, international relations
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