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and Sectoral Priorities; (iii) Opportunities in AI Governance, Technology 

Transfer, and R&D; and (iv) Challenges in Data Sharing Mechanisms and 

Inclusive Growth. The following policy recommendations emerged from 

these thematic discussions and national presentations.

1. AI Regulatory and Ethical Harmonisation

•Co-develop shared ethical guidelines emphasising transparency, 

fairness, accountability, and inclusivity, drawing from the ASEAN Guide on 

AI Governance and Ethics and China’s Ethical Norms for New Generation 

Artificial Intelligence.

•Establish ASEAN-China regulatory dialogue to align the regulatory 

approaches including laws, regulations. 

•Establish an ASEAN-China AI Governance Working Group to align 

standards (e.g., Singapore’s PDPA, China’s PIPL) and conduct regular 

review cycles.

•Encourage mutual recognition of AI standards, including safety and 

compliance systems to facilitate smoother AI deployment across borders.

•Convene annual ASEAN-China AI Governance Summits to review 

regulatory updates and advance dialogue on emerging technologies and 

ethical AI deployment.

II. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

2. AI Policy Frameworks and Sectoral Priorities

•Support the development of national AI strategies through ASEAN-

China collaborative mechanisms and technical assistance.

•Provide sector-specific guidance in agriculture, healthcare, and 

education, ensuring alignment with inclusive development goals.

•Encourage multistakeholder policymaking, ensuring representation 

from government, academia, private sector, and civil society in AI 

strategy design.

•Implement voluntary AI governance maturity assessments to 

benchmark national AI governance maturity and progress.

3. Opportunities in AI Governance, Technology Transfer, and R&D

•Establish an inter-ministerial task force on AI to enable cross-sector 

coordination across digital infrastructure, ethics, and education.

•Establish AI+ interconnection networks to promote infrastructure 

cooperation and regional think tank exchanges.

•Establish an inter-university AI collaboration network between China 

and ASEAN to advance cooperation in talent development, frontier 

research and theoretical exploration.

•Launch joint AI labs and innovation centres in healthcare, smart cities, 
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and agriculture, building on examples like Alibaba-NTU in Singapore and 

Huawei-Siriraj Hospital in Thailand.

•Create joint AI fellowships and talent training centres to facilitate 

capacity-building and mutual skill recognition.

•Encourage regional innovation sandboxes and cross-border pilots to 

enable ethical and performance testing across the region.

4. Challenges in Data Sharing Mechanisms and Inclusive Growth

•Facilitate consensus on cross-border data flows, including legal 

standards for consent, classification, and interoperability.

•Develop common technical protocols, such as shared APIs and 

metadata tagging, to facilitate AI system integration.

•Adopt federated learning systems for sensitive sectors like health 

and agriculture, ensuring data privacy while enabling regional insight 

generation.

•Establish an ASEAN-China Digital Inclusion Fund, targeting rural 

deployment, minority language AI tools, and gender equity in AI literacy.

Chiangmai, Thailand

 17 July 2025

REPORT OF NACT WORKING GROUP MEETING
ASEAN-China Connectivity Cooperation
on Regulatory Excellence

Co-drafted by NACT China and NACT Thailand
Approved by NACT Members


