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Theoretical Analysis and Practical Approaches of
Cultural Diplomacy: A Perspective of
the “Civilization Dialogue Theory”

YANG Yue
(Institute of Asian Studies, China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: As the earliest practitioners of cultural diplomacy, the western countries have formed the theories
and practical approaches of cultural diplomacy with the western civilization centralism and self-interested
national interests as the starting point and the goal. The practice has proved that cultural diplomacy imple-
mented by the western countries not only causes lasting tension between cultures and civilizations, but also
leads to vicious competition and conflict between civilizations. In order to better utilize the fundamental role
of cultural diplomacy in human development, this article provides a new thinking paradigm to the theoretical
analysis and practical approaches of cultural diplomacy from the perspective of the “civilization dialogue
theory”. Cultural diplomacy should incorporate the core ideology of the theory into the entire process of
cultural diplomacy decision-making and practice, take the mutual unity of national and international interests
as the starting point, adopt the dialogue mode of “core values-civilization consciousness-common values”,
and build a peaceful world order based on the coexistence of diverse and multidimensional civilizations while
realizing civilization consciousness and global cultural identity. In practice, cultural diplomacy should lay
emphasis on the coordination between domestic and foreign factors. At home, it should explore fine cultural
thoughts, especially those with global significance, enhance cultural confidence and cultural consciousness to
underlie a dialogue among civilizations on an equal footing, and incorporate the thought of “civilization
dialogue theory” into the national education system in order to make it deeply rooted in society. In for-
eign relations, it can deepen cooperation with the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations with the help of
the natural cooperation platform United Nations or utilize ‘host diplomacy’ with an open and inclusive
attitude to actively build a dialogue platform for civilizations and jointly cultivate global cultural identity with
mutual respect, fairness and justice, and win-win cooperation at its core.

Keywords: cultural diplomacy; civilization dialogue theory; national interest; civilization view
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