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@ Mekong River Commission, “Independent Organisational Financial and Institutional Review of the Mekong River Commssion
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load/free_download /Financial_and_Institutional_Review. pdf, visited on 5 November 2010.

® “Strategic Plan 2006-2010: Meeting the Needs, Keeping the Balance”, MRC, p.12, http: //www. mrcmekong. org/down—
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@ “Donor Group Statement” , 10th Meeting of the MRC-Donor Consultative Group, Chiang Rai, Thailand, December 1, 2005;
Gary Lee and Natalia Scurrah, Power and Responsibility: The Mekong River Commission and Lower Mekong Mainstream Dams ,

Sydney: Oxfam Australia and University of Sydney, October 2009, p. 19.
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@ MRC,  “MRC Data and Information Services” , https: //portal. mremekong. org/home, visited on 2 December 2020.
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Water Aid in the Mekong Region: Trends and China’s Policy Choices

GUO Yanjun ( China Foreign Affairs University)
REN Na ( NIIS CASS)

Abstract: Since the founding of the people’s Republic of China, China’s development assistance in the
Mekong region has been continuously promoted, and water aid has become one of the dynamic and
effective areas of China’s development assistance. With the increasing prominence of China’s cross-border
water issues, its status and influence in the neiborghring diplomacy are rising, the existing water related
assistance policy framework is constantly optimized, and the scale is expanding, which has made an
important contribution to the economic and social development of recipient countries. At present, the
cooperation concept, localization process and out-regional countries” intervention of Mekong River water
resources management are in the process of rapid development and evolution, and water aid in the Mekong
River region also presents some new trends. According to the new regional situation and cooperation trend,
China’s water aid should be adjusted, optimized and innovated in terms of cooperation concept,
institutional arrangement and priority areas, so as to meet the new needs of China’s neighboring diplomacy
and Mekong countries. The water aid will better serve the people in the region through constructing the
new model of “people-centered” , which will better serve the Mekong region development and facilitate the
BRI initiative in this region.

Key words: China; Mekong River; Water Aid; the Belt and Road Initiative
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