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Abstract  The Tokugawa shogunate system was an early East Asian regional or—
der system that coexisted with the tributary system of the Qing Dynasty from the early
17" century to the end of the 19" century. The Shogunate system is a typical hierarchical
international system including power structures institutional arrangements and concep—
tual structures. Structure makes the relationship between units more stable while legiti—
macy gives the system order. The concept of the Shogunate system is also slightly differ—
ent from the Shogunate-Han system and “Tycoon” diplomatic System while closer to
the concept of “two-headed federal state”. The Tokugawa Shogunate not only inherited
certain elements of the Oda and Toyotomi systems but also constructed a new power
structure institutional arrangements and shaped legitimacy in the structure which
completed the institutionalization of the system. The colonial expansion of the global in—
ternational system dominated by the Western countries in East Asia in the mid-todate
19th period brought huge external shocks to the structure and legitimacy of the shogu-
nate system and changed the characteristics of some units within the system
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lapse of the shogunate system and each unit was melted into a single sovereign state.
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