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International Climate Governance and China’s Policy Selection Under
Carbon Neutrality

DONG Liang

Abstract: Currently, climate crisis and covid-19 have become the
focus of the agenda in international governance, as global warming
has exceeded 1°C, and the threat of extreme weather events and
climate risks are becoming increasingly severe. Since international
climate cooperation has been hindered, it is difficult to improve the
effectiveness of governance. In this context, international climate
governance presents many new features. As far as issue-linkages are
concerned, the serious consequences of the covid-19 have triggered
deep reflections on the potential crisis of climate change and inspired
climate ambitions of the international community. Concerning stages
in governance, the international climate process has advanced from
the rule-making stage to the action and implementation stage.
However, in terms of action, the global response to climate change is
still insufficient. It is doubtful whether developed countries will fully
honored their commitments while developing countries are facing
financial and technical difficulties. With regard to regime-design, the
fairness problem of international climate governance has not been
fundamentally solved. Developed countries deliberately use the
bottom-up approach of the Paris Agreement to obscure the principle of
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) and to downplay
their  historical responsibilities.  Therefore, participating in
international climate governance, China must orient its policies toward
the following two directions. First, it shall call for joint efforts of
international community to comprehensively address climate issues
and to maintain the principle of CBDR, and require developed
countries to fulfill their commitments for a fair international climate
regime. Second, China shall proactively provide ideas and plans to
international climate governance, strengthen national contributions,
and enhance the continuous development of international climate
regime based on the Paris Agreement towards win-win cooperation.
Key words: international climate governance, Paris Agreement,
international climate regime, carbon neutrality, climate crisis
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