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The Belt and Road Initiative in Southeast Asia: A Decade of Joint Construction and
the Path for High-Quality Development

by Yang Yue & Li Zhengyang
[ Abstract ] In the decade since the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was proposed,
China and Southeast Asian countries have, by adhering to the principles of extensive
consultation, joint construction and shared benefits, made great achievements through
following top leaders’ guidance, signing cooperation frameworks, pushing project
implementation, refining and improving policy measures, and taking advantage of the
platforms. Southeast Asia, which always scores the highest in the five-connectivity index
as compared with other regions along the BRI, has been an exemplary role model for the
joint construction of the BRI thanks to the growing convergence of the development
strategies of the two sides, marked improvement in their infrastructure connectivity,
phenomenal expansion in economic and trade relations, quick progress in emerging
areas of cooperation, and the expansion of people-to-people and cultural exchanges.
All countries in Southeast Asia choose to support the BRI not only because of the
high compatibility of the two sides’ development strategies, but also because of the
desire of the Southeast Asian elites to maintain their political legitimacy that is based on
“development”. However, the Southeast Asian countries’ perceptions and policies toward
the BRI vary due to such factors as different national needs and different calculations
resulting from different debt repayment capacities, the need for balanced diplomacy,
weaknesses in domestic governance, and domestic politics. In the future, the two sides
can endeavor to promote the high-quality development of BRI in three directions:
consolidating existing achievements, implementing initiatives in various fields, and
tackling key and difficult issues.
[ Key Words ] The Belt and Road Initiative, China-ASEAN community with a shared
future, Neighborhood Diplomacy, China-ASEAN relations

NATO’s Climate Security Agenda: Green Transformation within the Collective
Security Framework

by Sun Chenghao & Wang Yinuo
[ Abstract ] The development of NATO’s climate security governance, which has

basically undergone the stages of conceptualization and institutionalization, enters the new
stage of updating the agenda. With the release of NATO Climate Change and Security
Action Plan in 2021 and Climate Change and Security Impact Assessment in 2022,

« 157 -



