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Comparative Analysis of Beijing and Seoul’ s Participation in the
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Abstract  In international relations and other interdisciplinary studies the
participation of sub-national actors ( such as cities) in international affairs has gradually
become an important issue. The important role of sub-national actors in many fields also
complements the role of traditional national actors in global governance. Urban
governance is an important objective of implementing the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals. The tasks of cities on the 2030 agenda include poverty eradication economic
growth environmental improvement urban planning and improvement provision of good
infrastructure and public services and inclusive and sustainable urbanization. In this
context Beijing and Seoul are faced with important opportunities to participate in the
international agenda. By comparing the two cities it is found that both of them regard
participation in the 2030 agenda as a way to improve their urban governance but there are
many differences in promoting the global agenda and shaping the global image of the city.
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