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Welfare-chauvinism of Radical Right Parties and Policy adjustments of Main-
stream Parties in Western Europe
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[ Abstract]  The slowdown in growth, the uneven distribution of wealth and the
differentiation of social classes in Western European countries have triggered the struc-
tural adjustment of party politics and the risen of populist parties. Among them, the
radical right parties have won voters’ support via anti-immigration and anti-globalization
policies. In recent years, radical right parties have extended their issue to the socio-e-
conomic field, proposing a welfare chauvinist policy that excludes immigrants from so-
cial protection, thus satisfied the demands of the middle and lower classes for further re-
distribution to their own people. The welfare chauvinist policy of radical right parties is
related to their use of vote-seeking strategies to respond to voters’ concerns, as well as
their pursuit of governing based on identity. Since welfare chauvinist policy competes
with mainstream parties’ , in order to prevent the loss of voters, mainstream parties
have made moderate policy adjustments. Although it has gained widespread attention,
the development of radical right parties is also facing difficulties. In addition, the U-
krainian crisis and the new technological revolution may further affect the party politics
of Western European countries.
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the Obama administration, adopting a radical policy of “close to Israel, uniting with Sa-
udi Arabia, and containing Iran” . Compared with the analytical perspective of bureau-
cratic political model, presidential personality, and “personalization” of decision-mak-
ing circles, the adjustment of U. S. policy in the Middle East is more influenced by in-
terest groups. Interest groups participate in U. S. party politics through lobbying, fun-
ding, personnel appointments and local economies, thereby influencing the government
and Congress to push Trump administration to adopt a policy of “one sided” toward Is-
rael and strengthening alliances with Gulf Arab states. Compared with the two Democrat-
ic administrations, the influence of interest groups on the Middle East policy of the
Trump administration is characterized by the “personalization” of decision-making cir-
cles, frequent turnover of people between groups, and the shaping of foreign policy by
target countries, which are mainly caused by Trump’s personality, the traditional influ-
ence of the Republican Party, and the special international environment. The Trump
administration’s Middle East policy is mainly influenced by intangible moral interest
groups such as right-wing Jewish groups and Christian evangelicals, and tangible indus-
trial interest groups such as the military-industrial complex and fossil fuel compa-
nies. The repetition of the U. S. Middle East policy is a microcosm of the serious differ-
ences in party politics in the country, and the change of political parties has led to the
rise and fall of the influence of different interest groups on Middle East policy. Trump’s
re-election failure also reflects the limits of interest groups’ influence.
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[ Abstract] Since the September 11 terrorist attacks, the United States has been

engaged in a twenty-year war in Afghanistan. Under American influence, the Taliban re-
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