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Social Organizations’ Participation in Lancang-Mekong Water
Resource Governance: Advocacy Network and Its Impact

GUO Yanjun'

(1. China Foreign Affairs University Beijing 100037 China)

Abstract: After the cold war social organizations play an increasingly important role in the governance of
global and regional issues. With continuous construction of various advocacy networks on the one hand
they affect government decision-making and on the other hand they raise public awareness and play a u-
nique role in governance. In the governance of Lancang-Mekong water resources various social
organizations play an important role and face certain development obstacles. The paper reviews development
and operation mode of social organizations’ advocacy network and its impact on Lancang-Mekong water re—
sources governance analyzes institutional obstacles faced by social organizations in water resources govern—
ance based on the case study and proposes that China should treat and guide social organizations objective—
ly and correctly continuously establish and improve institutional arrangements at both regional and domestic
levels encourage the contribution of social organizations in water resources governance and promote the re—
alization of good governance of water resources in Lancang-Mekong region.

Key words: social organization; Lancang-Mekong water resources; advocacy network; governance



