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Providing a Strong Security Guarantee for Chinese
Modernization--An Interpretation of “China’s National
Security in the New Era”

TANG Yongsheng ZHOU Yuwen JIANG Siqi

Abstract: The white paper titled “China’s National Security in the New Era” comprehensively and systematically introduces the
innovative ideas, practices and achievements of national security work. Its release is an important milestone since it draws on
past experience to guide future endeavors. At the critical juncture of the in-depth adjustment of China’s relations with the external
world, safeguarding national security is confronted with new situations and tasks. National security work needs to innovate on
the basis of tradition, and adhere to the path of national security with Chinese characteristics under the guidance of the holistic
approach to national security; coordinate development and security, and maintain stability and resilience by preventing and
resolving national security risks, so as to provide a strong security guarantee for Chinese modernization; conform to the historical
trend of the world, promote active multilateralism, assume the responsibilities of a major country, effectively advance common
security of the world, and inject more certainty and stability into the turbulent world.

Keywords: “China’s National Security in the New Era”, path of national security, holistic approach to national security, common
security; modernization of national security system and capacity

The Underlying Logic, Basic Principles and Practical Path
for Modernizing National Security System and Capacity

WU Bin XU Huiying YU Shunli

Abstract: The white paper titled “China’s National Security in the New Era” clarifies in a whole chapter the great significance,
overall requirements and key tasks of modernizing national security system and capacity. It makes clear that modernizing national
security system and capacity is an organic part of the modernization of national governance system and capacity, and an objective
requirement so as to actively adapt to changes of the world, the times and history, and improve global security governance.
The fundamental basis for advancing the modernization of national security system and capacity lies in adhering to reform and
innovation, law-based thinking, and adopting emerging technologies to consolidate the foundation of development and security.
Promoting the modernization of national security system and capacity requires implementing the holistic approach to national
security and fully integrating it into the cause of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Keywords: holistic approach to national security, national security system, national security capacity, modernization

The Evolution of the Paradigm of Common Security and
China’s Interpretation in the New Era

LI Zhengyang GUO Yanjun

Abstract: The paradigm of common security originated from the international community’s reflection on the two world wars and
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the Cold War in the 20th century. Although Western countries have been continuously exploring paths based on concepts such
as collective security, cooperative security, security community, and human security, they have failed to get rid of drawbacks
such as cliquing and exclusivity. China’s paradigm of common security is rooted in its ancient security philosophies such as
“harmonious coexistence of all” and “harmony is precious”, and has been gradually established with the continuous exploration
of ideas such as the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, the Three Worlds theory, and the new vision of security since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China. Especially since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
China has systematically put forward new concepts such as the holistic approach to national security, Asian security concept,
vision for global security, community with a shared future for mankind, Global Security Initiative, and model of security for
Asia, transforming common security from a concept of regional security cooperation to practices of global security governance.
The white paper titled “China’s National Security in the New Era” has further institutionalized and systematized the paradigm of
common security, forming a solution for global security governance featuring equity, universality, and sustainability. This security
paradigm responds to global security deficits and security dilemmas, provides Chinese wisdom for addressing both traditional and
non-traditional security challenges, and demonstrates China’s original contributions to improving the global security governance
system.

Keywords: common security, holistic approach to national security, a community of shared security for mankind, global security
governance, “China’s National Security in the New Era”

International Reactions to the White Paper Titled “China’s
National Security in the New Era”

HUANG Dahui MENG Fanchao

Abstract: The white paper titled “China’s National Security in the New Era” explains how China’s national security benefits
the world, reveals the profound Chinese wisdom, and presents China as a contributor to peace, a provider of stability, and
a practitioner of multilateralism. From the perspective of the international community, the white paper serves three roles: a
document of diplomatic policy, a text of security concept, and a discourse of strategic narrative. The international community
focuses on specific contents such as the holistic approach to national security, the Global Security Initiative, and the enhancing
of the rule of law in national security. In terms of positive feedback, the international community confirms China’s determination
to safeguard its sovereignty, security, and interests, actively understands the Global Security Initiative, interprets China’s self-
positioning and national image in a positive light, and generally pays attention to China’s proactive stance in international affairs.
In terms of negative feedback, some international sources still misread and misjudge China’s national security, question the
practices of the Global Security Initiative, peddle security anxieties, and falsely accuse China of engaging in the generalization
of security. These reflect the erroneous values of Western centralism, which regards the West as superior and judges others by its
own standards.

Keywords: “China’s National Security in the New Era”, white paper, Global Security Initiative, generalization of security,
holistic approach to national security
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