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ASEAN Declaration on Human Rights and its Incompatibility with

Western Human Rights Norms
HAN Zhidi

( Institute of Asian Studies China Foreign Affairs University Beijing 100037 China)

Abstract: The 21st ASEAN Summit issued the ASEAN Declaration on Human Rights a milestone in ASEANS

political cooperation. It is a major step of ASEAN to internalize international norms to set up regional normative insti—

tutions and to promote and safeguard human rights within the region. The Declaration will be an important reference

for ASEANS future legislation on human rights and a foundation for conducting dialogues with partners on the issues

However ADHR is not recognized positively by the west for its communitarian ethical stands are incompatible with

the western human rights norms which stress cosmopolitan values and interventionism.
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