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Environmental Cooperation in Northeast Asia;
Regional Comparison and Regime Analysis

Abstract Since 1992, environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia has been developed
over 20 years, and gained some achievements. However, by comparing the environmental
governance of the EU and South Asia, problems can be found in Northeast Asia in
environmental collaboration: First, high political instability and the security situation impair
low-level political areas of cooperation, therefore, environmental cooperation has also been
affected. Second, the uneven levels of development between nations in Northeast Asia, yielding
differences in environmental agendas. Third, cooperative regimes without much autonomous
capabilities and financial difficulties appear common. Fourth, environmental cooperation is the
lack of common goals and interests, making it difficult to coordinate. Fifth, state actors are
powerful, and transnational actors are weak. Finally, differences exist between member states and
environmental values and scientific consensus is inadequate. These issues continue to plague
development and cooperation, leading to environmental cooperation less effective.
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