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Integration Dilemma and Ideational Confrontation of ASEAN Community

HAN Zhi-li
(Institute of Asian Studies China Foreign Affairs University Beijing 100037)

Abstract: At the end of 2015 ASEAN announced the founding of the ASEAN Community which is a landmark event
in the process of ASEAN integration. However this remarkable achievement cannot solve the dilemma of ASEAN integra—
tion: the difference of values and norms remains large; the security mechanisms are not ready for hard—core cooperation;
the benefits of ASEAN FTA have not been realized effectively; the goal of building ASEAN identity lies still afar. Behind
the integration dilemma is the confrontation of competing ideas. ASEAN Community is an innovation in East Asia integra—
tion. An inquiry of its ideational feature and the integration dilemma is of strategic and policy significance for understanding
the direction of the evolution of the pattern and the order in the region.
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