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Smog Environmental Diplomacy and
China-Japan-ROK Cooperation

Abstract The Tripartite Environment Ministers M eeting among China Japan and
Republic of Korea (TEMM) as the governance mechanism has been running for nearly 20
years but the trilateral environmental cooperation is in slow progress. In recent years Japan
and Republic of Korea exert pressure via transboundary air pollution to China making China
passive in environment diplomacy. Japan and ROK attempt to hold China responsible thus
to provide public goods in environmental cooperation. But it does not help with the
effectiveness of environmental governance. Excessive politicalization of air problems in
Northeast Asia may lead to governance deficit. Due to the problem of long-distance air
pollution caused by complex pollution sources normative principles such as the principle of
equality polluter pays in reality is difficult to work. Governance as shared resource of the
atmosphere is the common interests of the three countries thus countries must rely on
trilateral cooperation. This is also because the protection of the atmosphere in the
international law and science is complex and there is no single means can solve the problem.
Therefore China Japan and Republic of Korea should strengthen principles like common
participation precautionary principle and sustainable development in international norms to
reduce pollution as a way to achieve the effectiveness of regional environmental cooperation.
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