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From the Perspective of Political Psychology

Abstract: Mainly from the microscopic perspective of psychology this article ex—
plores how an international actor being a member of the international community vio—
lates international norms that they support and maintain and makes a comparative a—
nalysis of the rationalist and constructivist points of view on this issue. This paper
takes the European Union’ s military intervention in Libya as a case to study arguing
that the actors who successfully violate existing norms are the ones who have found a
better solution on their psychological “moral dilemma. ” The way of this solution main—
ly depends on the actors reframed and reinterpreted existing norms as well as the
strategy for stigmatizing targets.

Keywords: violation of norms political psychology international actors EU
About the Authors: He Gang is a doctoral student majoring international rela—
tions at the Institute of International Relations China Foreign Affairs University.
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125  After Huntington: Constructivist Research on Civilizational Politics

Abstract: In recent years Western scholars of international relations have shown
a strong interest in civilization research and its theoretical construction with many re—
lated anthologies being published in succession in which Civilizational Identity edited
by Patrick Jackson and Martin Hall as well as the trilogy of civilizational politics edi—
ted by Peter Katzenstein have made a significant academic impact. By using civiliza—
tional research findings of sociological theory for reference these constructivist schol—
ars have enriched the agenda of civilizational research on international relations re—
vealed the ideological factors behind Huntington” s theory effectively and shaken the
dominance of his civilizational studies. These studies pay more attention to forging civ—
ilizational identity and the direction of civilizational process while emphasize the multi
— dimensional nature of civilization. These constructivist scholars also explore impor—
tant areas such as the US — EU relations and the rise of China by empirical research.
Their academic efforts not only promote the civilizational studies of international rela—
tions but also promote the development of international relations theory.

Keywords: civilization international relations theory Huntington constructiv—
ism
About the Authors: Dong Liang is a doctoral student majoring international poli—
tics in Class 2012 at the School of International Studies Peking University.
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