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How Does the UNEP Utilize Incremental Strengthening?
DONG Liang

Abstract: The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is the world’s leading authority on envi-
ronmental governance and plays an important role in organization of multilateral environmental confer-
ences, promotion of international environmental agreements and sharing of environmental information.
With UNEP’s promotion a number of environmental objectives are included in 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda. In the absence of a direct upgrade, UNEP has taken a self-reinforcing path in recent years
through the political consensus formed by the outcome of “Rio +20” to advance incremental strengthe-
ning and enhance institutional capacity. However, the asymmetry in the gap between the international a-
genda and UNEP’s capacity has also aroused new interest in the reform and strengthening of the interna-
tional community.

Key words: 2030 SDGs; UNEP; global environmental governance; incremental strengthening; inter-

national organization
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